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Dukes and Angels: Art from the Court of Burgundy (1364-1419) 


Oct. 24, 2004—Jan. 9, 2005 


The Cleveland Museum of Art 
Musée des Beaux-Arts, Dijon, France (May 28—Sept. 13, 2004) 


Admission is $8 for adults; $7 for seniors and college students; $5 for groups of 15 or 
more; $4 for students ages 6 to 18; free for CMA members and children five and 
under. 


This international loan exhibition assesses for the first time the artistic legacy of the 
first two Valois dukes of Burgundy, Philip the Bold (1364—1404) and his son John 
the Fearless (1404-1419). Related to the French royal house of Valois, the dukes 
were active patrons of the arts, attracting to their service the most accomplished 
artists of their time: Claus Sluter, Claus de Werve, the Limbourg Brothers, Melchior 
Broederlam, Jean de Beaumetz, and Henri Bellechose. Their elaborate palatial 
complex at Dijon was supplemented by dozens of residences throughout Burgundy 
and the Netherlands, all enlivened with costly furnishings, silver and gold plate, 
sculpture, tapestries and panel paintings. Not restricting their artistic interests to 
secular art alone, Burgundian court artists were often directed to supply ducal 
religious foundations and chapels with sculpture, altarpieces, liturgical vessels and 
illuminated manuscripts. The most prominent of these was the Carthusian monastery 
at Champmol, constructed to house the ducal tombs, famous for their exquisite 
mourning figures called pleurants (of which the CMA has four). 


Approximately 150 objects, co-organized with the Musée des Beaux-Arts in Dijon, 
will take advantage of recent research to assemble the finest examples of Burgundian 
court patronage (sculpture, panel paintings, illuminated manuscripts, textiles, gold- 
and silversmith works, jewelry, enamels and ivories) and illustrate the development 
of a Burgundian court style. 


Dukes and Angels: Art from the Court of Burgundy (1364-1419) is organized by 
the Cleveland Museum of Art and the City of Dijon. 


The installation of this exhibition in Cleveland is curated by Cleveland Museum of 
Art Associate Curator of Medieval Art Stephen N. Fliegel. 


Stephen Fliegel is contributing to the catalogue, which the RMN will publish in both 


French and English. Both language editions will be printed in time for the opening of 
the exhibition in Dijon (May 27, 2004). 
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Information For more information about the Cleveland Museum of Art and its events, call 
1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 


Media Contact Julie Limpach, Media Relations Coordinator 
Ph: (216) 707-2261; Fax: (216) 229-5095; jlimpach @clevelandart.org. 
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